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Stop Closures of State Supported Living Centers
First Class IDD Services can be available to all Texans

Texas ranks near the bottom of the fifty states in 
per capita spending on intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities (IDD) and Mental Health 

Services. Texas has the resources to provide qual-
ity IDD and mental health services according to the 
individual’s level of need. For many people a range of 
in-home services may be appropriate and, likewise, 
small residential group homes with a moderate level 
of care may be suitable for many others. However the 
developmental, medical, behavioral and environmental 
needs of some individuals are most appropriately met 
in larger residential facilities like our State Supported 
Living Centers. SSLCs provide a wide array of services 
not duplicated in other settings. 
  For medically fragile people there are staff available 
to monitor and provide care and active treatment for 
needs in positioning, personal hygiene, nutritional and 
intellectual stimulation. Nurses are nearby to moni-
tor vital signs, administer medications and intervene 
in case of emergencies. Infirmaries are on campus 
for medical treatment and observation that does not 
require hospitalization. Physicians, dentists, OT/PT 
therapists and many other professionals who specialize 

in the treatment of these residents have a familiarity 
not matched in group homes.
  For others with intense behavioral challenges, the 
centers provide behavioral specialists and psycholo-
gists who help them manage aggressive, sexual and 
other behaviors that may put themselves and/or others 
at risk. The centers provide an environment that is 
the least restrictive for them as such behaviors are not 
acceptable in the larger community and their actions 
could result in criminal charges and incarceration if 
not managed successfully. Others with self-abusive, 
PICA and other behaviors can harm themselves pos-
sibly resulting in death without the environmental and 
intensive intervention found at SSLCs.
  Already, SSLCs provide a vulnerable population 
opportunities they could not find in another setting. 
Vocational, social, recreational, religious and many 
other activities are a part of SSLC campuses. Well-
trained and specialized staff are resources unsurpassed 
in other placements. Not only should SSLCs remain a 
choice for individuals and their loved ones, but their 
services should be expanded as a resource for the 
greater community.
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